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Worship Services & Internet Resources
Contemporary Worship Service

‐

9:00am

Sunday School

‐

9:30am

Traditional Worship Service

‐

10:30am

Church Web Site

‐

www.middletownumcnj.org

Church Facebook Page

‐

www.facebook.com/mumcnj

Pastor’s Message…
August, 2016

My Dear Friends,
I truly hope and pray that this letter finds you well and
walking in the peace and grace of God.

I always find it interesting, that when standing in the
darkest room, the striking of just one single match sends
the darkness running to hide. The darkness of our times,
and there is a lot of darkness, tries on a moment-tomoment basis to overcome the Light. But please
remember this simple and powerful Gospel truth: “The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never
extinguish it” (John 1.4).
During the dark times in life, turn to “the Light of the
world. Although I do not have the answers to all the
reasons of ‘why’ these numerous dark events have
recently occurred, I am choosing to continue to be in ‘the
light.’ To step into ‘the light.’ Be in ‘the light,’ my dear
friends.
Peace and God’s blessings.
In Christ,

It is with a heavy heart that I write to you, in Mid-July,

for our August newsletter. Recently we have
experienced multiple natural and human-caused
disasters. Domestic and international terrorism seem to
be a daily occurrence. Political unrest continues in many
areas around this small globe, not to mention the political
environment within these United States. In addition, the
question of whose life matters continues. Does the color
of one’s skin, the color of a uniform, country of origin,
immigration status, sexual preference, political
affiliation, religious affiliation or any other label really
cause someone’s life to matter more or less?
Friends, as we observe the news, talk with friends, and
experience the unrest in our own neighborhoods, we all
see a lot of darkness. One might say that there seems to
be an immense dark cloud coming over all of us,
worldwide. One might also say that we are heading into
some dark times. Others say we are in dark times. Our
God says, “I am the Light of the world” (John 8.12). The
dark times that are happening all around us and also
within our own personal and family lives are nothing
compared to “the Light of the World!”
Jesus lived during a dark period in human history as
well. A time of political unrest. A time when only some
peoples’ lives mattered and that value was based on their
economic, sexual, religious, citizenship, and immigration
status. Into the dark times of Jesus’ culture and, I
believe, into the dark times of our culture Jesus says, “I
am the Light of the world.” We are not to look to the
world for our guiding light. Within the confines of this
place we will not find hope, peace, or grace; those items
of extreme value only come from the Light.
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Rev. Derrick L. Doherty
Middletown United Methodist Church, Pastor



August Worship Schedule
Beginning August 7th, we will have ONE combined
worship at 10:00 A.M. The worship style will reflect and
include various components of both of our worship
styles.
The last three Sundays in August will be full of
additional celebrations: The Rise Mission Team Sunday
(8/14), VBS Celebration (8/21), and Super Storm Sandy
Rebuild Mission Team Sunday Celebration (8/28).
Please mark your calendars.



MUMC Summer Camp

Aug. 15-19, 2016, 9:00am to 12:00pm Daily

Harvest Festival

Oct. 29, 2016 - 3:00 to 5:00pm
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On Sunday June 12, 2016, Learning Path Preschool
teachers Dorothy Bloy, Janet Ballard, Carmelina Carman
and Deborah Territo gave a presentation at our 10:00am
Worship Celebration. Below is a partial transcript from
their presentation:
“Thank you Pastor Derrick. Good morning. I have had
the pleasure of teaching at MDO for the past 12 year,
and I am actually one of the newbies. But I do have some
veterans with me here today. Miss Carmelina has taught
for 25 years. Miss Debbie for 20 years, and Miss Janet
for 18 years. It’s a wonderful place to work, and nobody
likes to leave.
My mother had a word for special occasions. She called
them “smilestones.” The birth of a child, a baptism,
confirmation, graduation or marriage. They are all
wonderful achievements, but they also signify another
step forward in life.
I am with you here today to mark another “smilestone”
for our school. So now, on behalf of our director, Liz
Hill, and our school board, I am pleased to officially
present to you our new name: Learning Path
Preschool. And our new logo. Thank you to all the
members of the congregation who participated in our
name search.
Changing names is not an easy process...Mainly because
a name becomes synonymous with the nostalgia and
history of its institution... As many of you know MDO
has been around for over 30 years. What started as a
child care service has evolved into a fully functional 5day preschool program.
While the MDO name represents all the love, hard work,
and service that brought our school to its present level,
we wanted to find a name that reflected the way we work
to lead our students on the path of self-discovery. It is
that special mission and the love we feel for our school
that led us to our new name. And it is so fitting...because
it speaks to our philosophy that learning is a journey we
can all take together.
Togetherness and connectedness is a big part of who we
are and where we are--right here at this Church. Week
after week, month after month, year after year, we
witness all the good work you do here through the many
missions and services you provide...It’s an impressive
list, and we feel blessed to be part of your community.
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We appreciate your support. Certainly for providing such a
beautiful place for our school. But also for all the many
ways you help us: through our website functionality and
our page in the Meadowlark, with your weekly bible
stories, for our payroll service, and even for the fabulous
letters donated for our bulletin boards...
For educational outreach through projects like our
Thankfulness Quilt...and the teacher appreciation
breakfasts and lunches...and all the wonderful supplies you
donated last September--thank you so much!
I’m sure there are other things I’ve missed, but please
know we are grateful for everything including your kind
words and your smiles.
So In September we will open our doors with a new name
and a new logo, and an inspired commitment to quality
and innovation. The staff and students will return here, to
what we like to call our home away from home, a loving
place of learning, that started all those years ago from the
heart of this congregation. Thanks so much.“

Dorothy Bloy

Janet Ballard Carmelina Carman Deborah Territo

---------------------------------Along with our new name, we have renamed our
classrooms and revamped our programs.
The Toddlers will be known as The Pathfinders
A person who finds or makes a path, way, route, etc., espe
cially through a previously unexplored or untraveled wilde
rness. While we wouldn't describe our school as "the
wilderness," we do offer new and exciting ways for our 23 year-olds to find their own territory, make that allimportant separation from home and family, and forge
new friendships while they discover their strengths in
learning.

The Three's will be known as The Explorers
A person who investigates unknown regions.
Our 3-4 year-olds will be encouraged to trek into the
exciting world of firsthand learning where they will see,
hear, touch, smell, and taste the many subjects they will
explore.

The Four's or Pre-K will be known as The
Adventurers
A person who has, enjoys, or seeks adventures
Our seasoned 4-5 year-olds will have an opportunity to
grasp the rope of hands-on learning and swing into fun and
stimulating lessons, where self-discovery is a daily
adventure.
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In Our Church Ministries…
Volunteers Needed for ASLAN
Summer Camps
ASLAN Youth Ministries is in need of volunteers to
serve as counselors and teachers in their summer camps
this year. They are looking for local church youth groups
to serve as a team or for individual youth or adults to
volunteer. The remaining dates are:


Red Bank, Pilgrim Baptist Church, weeks of August
8th and 15th.
Hours are 10 am -2 pm. A typical day may include
academics, sports, swimming, music, arts and crafts, etc.
This is a great opportunity for mature young adults to not
only provide an important community service, but to also
learn the basics of working with children while having a
blast and earning community service hours.
This is also an opportunity for folks to share a skill or
passion with the kids. In years past, they have had
volunteers teach science, yoga, and praise dancing just to
name a few. Ideas and suggestions are welcome. If you
are interested please contact Janis Marler at 732-7417824 or email Janis@aslanyouth.org.



Needed ASAP!
AV Operators for Both Services
No experience necessary, as training will be provided.
The goal is to have a rotating volunteer schedule.
Drummers for the Contemporary (9:00am) Service
Questions and interested individuals should email
Warren Johnson at jjwaral@verizon.net or call/text to
(732) 245-8580.



Learning Path Preschool Bible Story
Readers Needed!
Bible Story Readers are an important part of our
Learning Path preschool. Each Tuesday a volunteer goes
into the classrooms to share a bible-based story with the
children. It takes approximately 1 hour and each person
generally reads about 5-6 times during the year. We
would love to have you join us! It’s a great opportunity
to see our preschool “in action” and to share time with
the children. For more information please contact Nanci
Illingworth at nanci210@verizon.net or 732-671-8382.



MUMC Summer Camp: Cave Quest
Announcing the brightest week of the summer!!! CAVE
QUEST: “Following Jesus – The Light of the World.”
Come join us for new friends, amazing experiments,
spelunker sports, lip-smacking snacks, surprising
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adventures and incredible
music. This year our VBS
will be held on August 15-19,
from 9:00am to 12:00pm.
Please call the church (732671-0707) or contact Linda
Bardell
(fdjjmom@gmail.com) and
Nanci Illingworth
(nanci210@verizon.net) if you are interested in helping
out and/or want more information on registration. You
may also obtain a copy of the registration form on the
church website: www.middletownumcnj.org.

----------------------------------Cave Quest Summer Camp is quickly approaching. As
always it will be a week full of fun. There is still time to
sign up and there is still time to volunteer your time
during that week. There is always something to do and
I’m sure Nanci and Linda would be happy to add your
name to the list.
But if you can’t actually be there for Cave Quest, maybe
you can help in another way. We are asking for
particular items that will be needed for that week. The
items are: cardboard tubes, black material ( large piece),
beach balls, small wading pool, spray bottles, buckets,
sponges, cotton balls, sponge balls, crew socks, small
blankets/rugs, large blue tarp, lantern flashlights,
vaporizer, and assorted colored sheets (especially
brown). If you can donate any of the above items it
would be helpful to have them at church by August 7th.
If not, please let Nanci or Linda know they are coming.
We will be setting up on Saturday, August 13th so it will
be helpful to have all of these items available. If you
want your items returned, please make sure your name is
on them. In addition, you will find a food list in the
Narthex. These are items needed for the daily snacks.
Please deliver them to church no later than August 14th.
We thank you for helping.



CROP Walk 2016
The CROP Hunger Walk in Red Bank will be October
16 this year. While the envelopes for collecting
donations won’t be available until Sept. 12, you CAN
put the date on your calendar NOW and maybe start
training to run it (or walk—your choice). We have
collected peanut butter in the past—we will certainly
collect it again but we’ll also take rice or beans.
In 2015, the local community raised $116,000 for local
and worldwide needs. Our congregation contributed
$1,346, over 160 pounds of peanut butter, at least 15
pounds of rice and beans, and 22 walkers. For 2016, the
(Continued on Page 6.)
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Did You Know …???
…that for the past 23 years Middletown United Methodist
Church has consistently sent three teams to RISE? The
Risingville Intercommunity Service Effort, known as
RISE, repairs homes for those whose living conditions
are unsatisfactory and cannot help themselves due to
physical and/or economic inability. Each team usually
consists of approximately 4 to 6 high school students and
2 adult volunteer workers.

Pictured above are the 21 members of the 2016 RISE
team members. To get firsthand information about the
teams’ experiences, Sunday, August 14th is MUMC’s
annual RISE service at 10 A.M. All the work was done in
Friendship, NY, which is 45 minutes west of Corning
NY. This is the second year in a row our RISE team has
been there. Each team went to a different site. The first
group replaced a shingle roof; the second group built a
concrete and wooden ramp; the third was doing major
repair work to a large front porch.
The program was founded by the late Rev. Dale Forsman
over 30 years ago through the efforts of Chatham UMC
and former Chatham residents Caryl and Noel Sylvester
and their church in Risingville, NY. The program is
affiliated with the United Methodist Church, but all
denominations are welcomed and have participated.
Work takes place primarily in and around Steuben
County. RISE is currently managed by a volunteer Board
of Directors from NY and NJ, which works closely with
the agencies and residents of Steuben County, NY.
The program has three goals:
1. Mission: We attempt to be in mission to those we
serve;
2. Discipleship: We discover what it means to act
out our faith;
3. Education: We learn so much about ourselves
and how we can love our neighbors.
Middletown United Methodist Church joined this mission
in 1993, sending its first team to Corning that summer.
Since then, our church has served in the RISE program
and has grown to become one of the largest participants
over the intervening years. Many people had to work
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hard and give of their time, talent and treasures to insure
the continuation of MUMC’s RISE teams. This endeavor
has become an annual tradition and a mission highlight for
our youth. Our young people learn building skills,
teamwork, respect for others less fortunate, community
service, and bonding with their teammates, other churches
present during RISE week and most importantly, the
people in the communities that they have the opportunity
to meet.
Gerry and Jan Ferrara were the first adult team leaders.
They were followed by David Illingworth who worked as
leader for many years and continues as a staff member. In
the last 5 years Frank Bardell has headed up the effort as
organizer and leader. As soon as Pastor Derrick came to
MUMC he quickly joined in the RISE project always
sharing his time and talents as a builder of both the
physical and the spiritual.
“Can you imagine living in a trailer with your young wife
and toddler and then finding out she is carrying natural
TRIPLETS? That was one of our families in Bath, NY
and the remedy was to enclose their adjoining carport into
a large bedroom for the babies. Yes, we and our teen team
framed out, insulated, sheet rocked, and spackled a room
that would brave the upstate winters. It required patience,
hard work, a sense of humor and the HOLY SPIRIT. We
came as strangers and left as friends”.
This year’s teams enjoyed many gratifying encounters
through the work and relations they built. One job which
seemed to make a very big difference in both the givers
and the recipients involved a rotting front porch and an
elderly couple who truly missed the enjoyment that sitting
out there brought them.
The team assigned to this project began by removing
everything on the porch and cleaning it. With the help of
a local RISE staff member, they tied ropes around the
hedges and pulled them out, then raked and filled the
holes. It took 8 hydraulic jacks to lift the porch, requiring
a new step be built. All the rotted wood was replaced,
new footings had to be built to carry the weight of the roof
and finally everything was tied together with new fascia
board. For extra measure, even rubber roof sealer was
applied. Lattice was installed around the bottom of the
porch and to the sides.
The team changed the lives of these two people. No
longer were they isolated from their neighborhood. Now
they could safely sit on the porch and view the happenings
around them. The couple had grown to love the team
members and made them promise that they would write to
them and visit next year.
All those who experienced RISE take away great respect
for the program and a sense of Christian accomplishment
where they had a chance to change the lives of others in a
very positive way.
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In Our Church Family…
goal is $120,000, 1000 walkers, and 12,000 pounds of
peanut butter, rice and beans. I wonder what contribution
our church family will make?
Still looking for a teen needing leadership hours to work
on the MUMC CROP Team with Mrs. Thompson! If you
or someone you know may be interested, please contact
Mrs. Thompson at diannemt@verizon.net or call
732.747.9324.

Dianne Thompson
07/15/2016



Have You Seen the MUMC 2016
Pictorial Directory?

The MUMC 2016 Pictorial Directory is available and
online at the church website! You MUST sign up as a
registered user of the church site in order to access the
directory – it is not available to the general public.
1. Go to any page at the website. Scroll down the lefthand side and click “Sign Up.”
2. Follow the screen instructions, entering your full
name, email address and choose your own password.
3. Answer the simple mathematical question so we
know you’re not a ROBOT or commercial user
attempting to access church information.
That’s it! Once you have completed registration process,
you’ll have access to the Pictorial Directory and other
pages not available to the general public, including
secured pages for the committees you serve on.
Members and friends who do not have computers or
internet access have received booklets. We are
continuing to print and distribute booklets to collectors
and families who requested copies.
The online directory will be updated as new families,
photographs, and information is received. If you wish to
help offset church production expenses, contributions
made payable to MUMC noting “Pictorial Directory” are
graciously accepted. Any questions or would like to
receive a printed copy, please speak with Mel or Carolyn
Hooper.

Walking the streets and seeing the sites where Jesus,
Himself, walked, fished, ate helps turn the Scriptures from
a 'black-n-white' TV set to a HD TV set. Pastor Derrick
and your friends at Middletown UMC invite you to join
them on a 10 day Pilgrimage to the Holy Lands starting
January 31, 2017. For more information, please talk to
Pastor Derrick, pick up a brochure (there are many around
the building), or visit the following website: http://
www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl17-47145013117x#eotours. This promises to be a life changing,
faith formative experience!

Rev. Derrick L. Doherty
12/10/2015




Melvin E. Hooper
07/19/2016




Sunday School in Need of Teachers
Hello, we are gearing up for another Sunday School Year.
We have had one elementary Sunday School class these
past couple of years and we need to add a younger e
elementary class this fall. It is always very helpful to
have more than one teacher per class. So we are in need
(Continued on Page 8.)
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2016 R.I.S.E. Mission Trip
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In Our Church Family…
of at least two volunteers. Teaching is a wonderful
way to share the talents God has so richly blessed
you with.
So, if you feel God is calling you to help minister
to our youngest members, please prayerfully
consider this important job and email or call Linda
Bardell at FDJJMom@gmail.com or (732)2418951.

Cancer & Other Diseases
∎ Friend Jean, 3rd surgery-bladder, (Annette
Zelinsky)
∎ Niece Michele, lymphoma, (Andrea Jacobs)
∎ Kathy Van Anglou, cancer, (Linda Patterson)

Strength & Guidance






New Addresses!
Andrew & Jasmine Fischer 43 Frost Circle
Middletown, NJ 07748 732.569.2846 (Mobile)
Don & Joyce Hatter
Lincroft, NJ 07738

111 Willow Grove Drive
732.425.3535

New Visitors!
Ileana Waltz

80 Washington Avenue
Leonardo, NJ 07737

Jessica Montanaro

12 Harvard Street
Red Bank, NJ 07701

∎ Kyleigh Noble, dealing with her mom's illness,
(Kathy Glandt)

Dealing with Loss
∎ Annette's brother, loss of his wife Maureen,
(Zelinsky family)
∎ Dorothy Bloy, loss of her Dad, (Carolyn & Mel
Hooper)
∎ Ruetto family, loss of Laurence Ruetto, (Joanne
Haffeman)
∎ Lillian Foat Family, loss of oldest son
Cleveland, cousin to Carolyn & Mel Hooper

Praise & Joy



Middletown UMC Prayer List
As of July 31, 2016

“Lord In Your Mercy,
We Lift These Prayers Up To You.”

Healing
∎ Lynn Smith, surgery, (Carolyn & Mel Hooper)
∎ Kathy Noble, shoulder pain, health issues,
(Kathy Glandt)
∎ Cathy Campbell, (Eleanor Collier)
∎ Josh Bardell, leg injury, (Linda Bardell)
∎ Tyler Charles Yakow, traumatic brain injury,
(Jessica Montanaro)

In Hospital or Rehab
∎ Bill Gallagher, Pneumonia (Carolyn & Mel
Hooper)
∎ Mike Nimon, shoulder surgery
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∎ Birth of Great Grandson Brody on July 5 to
Molly & Matthew Simms
∎ RISE Youth and Adults

Traveling Mercies
∎ Pastor Derrick and his family
∎ Annette & Paul Zelinsky

Church Ministries
∎
∎
∎
∎
∎
∎

Music Ministry
Youth Ministry
The God-Sized 3-Part 7 Yr. Goal
MUMC Summer Camp (formerly VBS)
Learning Path Preschool
War on Terror- Recent events in Orlando, FL,
Louisiana, and Nice, France
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